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O tātou tamariki, ngā Kaitiaki Taiao.  
Our children, our environmental guardians 

 
INFORMATION SHEET FOR PET OWNERS 

 

Researcher Introduction 

My name is Daniel Thomas and I am a senior lecturer at Massey University in Auckland. I am the 
project leader for a hands-on science activity that has been designed for students at three schools on 
the Coromandel Peninsula. This science activity is about teaching school children to understand the 
daily wanderings of pet cats. The full research team for this project includes myself, Dr Luis Ortiz 
Catedral, Dr Michael Anderson and Dr Aaron Harmer from Massey University, and Dr Heidy Kikillus, 
our expert consultant based in Wellington.  

 

Project Description and Invitation 

We will use movement data from pet cats as the basis for teaching students to develop and test a 
scientific hypothesis. This activity will help students to better understand that small mammals like cats 
can have wide ranges that might include areas that contain native birds. Moreover, this activity will 
contribute to the New Zealand Curriculum achievement objectives in science, technology and social 
science outline. 

We will make pre-recorded cat movement data available to all students so that every student in the 
classroom can complete the teaching exercise. However, we will be supplying GPS devices so that 
school children can collect their own cat movement data for the teaching activity. We invite you to help 
a student collect movement data by allowing them to fit a harness with a GPS device to your pet cat. 

 

Participant Identification and Recruitment 

Selection criteria 
We have selected classrooms in three schools in accordance with the guidelines of the Unlocking 
Curious Minds Fund (Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment). This means that we have 
chosen schools that have fewer opportunities for hands-on science projects, which includes Thames 
South School, Coromandel Area School, and Colville School. We have selected classrooms with Year 
7 and Year 8 students because our project can contribute to the science, technology and social 
science learning objectives for these students. 
 
Recruitment method 
We are asking students involved in the science teaching activity to volunteer as project participants for 
collecting cat movement data. You have mostly likely been approached because a student does not 
have a pet cat at home that they can track. 
 
Number of participants to be involved and the reason for this number 
All students in the classroom, and their parents/caregivers, are invited to participate. Participants may 
also include pet owners that are not students or their parents/caregivers. 
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Compensation:  
We are not offering compensation or remuneration to any project participants.   
Description of discomforts or risks to participants as a result of participation. 
Please note that there is a risk associated with the use of any accessories on cats. The most obvious 
risk is that your pet cat becomes caught on a branch or other obstruction while walking around. While 
this is a low risk, please be aware that this is a possibility. 
 
Some cats may scratch or bite when being handled. Before you agree to be a participant, please 
consider whether your pet cat would harm the person who would be handling it. 
 
We will never publicly disclose your home address, and unless you ask us not to on the consent form, 
we will edit the GPS movement data before we provide it to the student. This means that there will be 
no street location information associated with the edited movement data. The edited movement data 
will contain enough information for a student to complete the project. However, you may like to keep 
the unedited GPS data and receive a map of your neighborhood showing exactly where your cat has 
been. You may also like to share your mapping data on Movebank.org. The option of receiving the 
unedited GPS data is available to you on the consent form. 
 
Project Procedures 
Procedures in which participants will be involved. 
Student participants will be provided with a cat harness, GPS device, and instruction sheet that 
explains how to safely attach the harness with the GPS device to a pet cat. The instruction sheet will 
also explain how the GPS device can be used to collect cat movement data. All equipment needed for 
the study will be provided and the project team will setup the GPS device so that it is ready to record 
movement data. The project team will return to the school to collect the harnesses and GPS devices 
containing the movement data so that the data can be downloaded. We will provide the edited GPS 
data back to the student so that they can analyse the data and test their hypothesis using a follow-up 
activity sheet. Pet-owner participants will be asked to complete an online post-study survey. Pet-
owner participants will be invited to complete an online survey before and after the study. 

 
Time involved. 
Student participants will have the harnesses and GPS devices for three weeks and at your 
convenience, will be able to collect data at any time during this period. The time required to attach 
and remove the harness will only require a few minutes. 
 
Any conflict of financial interest and/or role. 
The project team have no conflicts of interest to declare. 
 
Data Management 
Use of data. 
We will be organizing and managing three sets of data: 1) online surveys; 2) completed consent 
forms; 3) GPS position data.  

1) The online surveys will be used by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment 
(MBIE) to make decisions about the value of the Unlocking Curious Minds Fund. MBIE are 
collecting data from all Unlocking Curious Minds projects that are running in 2017 around 
New Zealand. MBIE will use these data to learn about the backgrounds of people who are 
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participating in these projects, and to understand how these projects may change perceptions 
about science in society. 

2) The completed consent forms will be securely stored at Massey University for 5 years and 
then destroyed (shredded). 

3) The pet movement data will be downloaded from the GPS device. Unless requested 
otherwise, the project team will replot the GPS data so that street name and neighborhood 
data are removed. These data will be returned to students for them to analyse. The project 
team may use the GPS data to write and publish a peer-reviewed scientific article about the 
movements of pet cats, and to comment to the public via media outlets about the movements 
of pet cats. The movement data will be stored on a secured hard drive for 5 years and then 
deleted. 

Consent forms and a hard drive containing the GPS data and survey data will be stored in a 
locked drawer in an office at Massey University. 

 
Participant’s Rights 
You are under no obligation to accept this invitation.   If you decide to participate, you have the right 
to: 
• decline to answer any particular question; 
• withdraw from the study at any time; 
• ask any questions about the study at any time during participation; 
• provide information on the understanding that your name will not be used unless you give 

permission to the researcher; 
• be given access to a summary of the project findings when it is concluded. 
• Completion and return of the questionnaire implies consent.  You have the right to decline to 

answer any particular question. 
  

Project Contacts 
If you have questions at any time about the study or the procedures, you may contact Dr Daniel 
Thomas at d.b.thomas@massey.ac.nz or (09) 414 0800 x43595 or 022 187 3670. 
 
1. MUHEC APPLICATIONS 

This project has been reviewed and approved by the Massey University Human Ethics 
Committee: Northern, Application NOR 17/28. If you have any concerns about the conduct of 
this research, please contact Dr Ralph Bathurst, Acting Chair, Massey University Human 
Ethics Committee: Northern, email humanethicsnorth@massey.ac.nz 
 

2. COMPENSATION FOR INJURY TO PET CAT 
Full responsibility for the welfare of pet cats remains with the pet owner. Neither Massey 
University nor any individual member of the Project Team are responsible or liable for any 
injury to pet cats that may occur during this project. Please carefully consider the risks to your 
pet cat before agreeing to be a participant. 
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