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Local taonga as the nexus for STEM introduction 
 

INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS 
 

Researcher Introduction 

My name is Daniel Thomas and I am a senior lecturer at Massey University in Auckland. I am the 

project leader for a hands-on science activity that we have designed for Year 9 and Year 10 students 

at Raglan Area School. Students participating in this activity will use a range of scientific methods to 

learn about nature. The team for this project includes myself, Dr Heather Hendrickson, and Ms Odette 

Howarth from Massey University, and Dr Cushla McGoverin from the University of Auckland.  

 

Project Description 

The goal of this project is to encourage students to recognise their own capability for enquiry-based 

learning. We will meet this goal by bringing scientists from two universities into the classroom to guide 

students through a range of science and mathematics activities. These activities will centre around a 

fossil that was recovered from a local beach under the supervision of local kaumātua and associates 

of the Raglan and Area Museum. 

The project will replace one science class per week Year 9 and Year 10 students during Term 2 of 

2019. These classes will be replaced with hands-on activities based that are designed with NCEA 

learning outcomes in mind, and will be delivered by scientists with expertise in a range of fields (e.g. 

microbiology, chemistry zoology).  

 

Participants 

School selection 

Raglan Area School has been chosen in accordance with the guidelines of the Unlocking Curious 

Minds Fund (Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment). This means that we have chosen a 

school that has fewer opportunities than many other schools in New Zealand for the type of hands-on 

science activities that we have planned. We have selected to work with Year 9 and Year 10 students 

because our project can contribute to the science and technology learning objectives for these 

students. 

 

Recruitment 

Our project will be delivered as part of the regular science program for all Year 9 and Year 10 

students for Raglan Area School in 2019. If you would prefer that your child does not participate in 

this activity then please do not complete the participant consent form. Your child will instead continue 

with their regularly-scheduled science learning activities. 

 

Compensation:  

Neither you nor your child will receive any compensation or remuneration for participating.  
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Description of discomforts or risks to participants as a result of participation. 

Our science activity program will not knowingly expose your child to harm. We will invite you and your 

child to participate in a pre- and-post project survey, and you may simply choose to not complete part 

or all of the survey. The survey is designed to see if opinions about science change after the 

completion of the project. All surveys are anonymous and all survey results are aggregated, so no 

individuals can be identified.  

 
Project Procedures 

Procedures in which participants will be involved. 

Students will participate in one class per week that is led by a member of the project team and Mr Lee 

Copson. During this class students will be asked to conduct a small experiment, or make scientific 

observations, and to complete a section of a workbook. The topics of these classes will include:  

 Trigonometry: Making 3D digital models using 2D photos 

 Microbiology: Visualising tiny life using a Foldscope 

 Comparative anatomy: How we move differently from fish 

 Chemistry: Evidence for fossil plankton 

 Taxonomy: Studying 3D printed models 

 

One of the science activity sessions may be a visit to Hamilton Zoo. The details of this visit depend on 

several factors that can only be confirmed closer to the time. As will all aspects of this project, you are 

welcome to contact me for further detail. 

 

Time involved. 

During Term 2 this year my team and I will be working with Mr Lee Copson to deliver a science 

activity program. The program will take up one class per week for each student and will mostly be 

taught in the classroom but could also include visits to local nature sites. The activity program may 

also include a visit to Hamilton Zoo. The full teaching workbook and schedule will be available at 

www.nzfauna.ac.nz/UCMRaglan while the science activity program is running, and can be provided 

on request by contacting me. 

 

Any conflict of financial interest and/or role. 

The project team have no conflicts of interest to declare. 

 

Data Management 

Use of data. 

We will be organising and managing participant consent forms from parents/caregivers and students. 

We will also be organising and managing two sets of surveys: one set completed by parents, 

caregivers and guardians; and a second set completed by students. All surveys are an optional and 

voluntary exercise and this point will be made clear to students. 

 

The completed consent forms will be securely stored at Massey University for 5 years and then 

destroyed (shredded). Consent forms will be stored in a locked drawer in an office at Massey 

University. 

 

http://www.nzfauna.ac.nz/UCMRaglan
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Results from surveys completed by parents, caregivers and guardians will be aggregated at group 

level and a copy of these aggregated results will be sent to the Ministry of Business, Innovation and 

Employment (MBIE) to make decisions about the value of the Unlocking Curious Minds Fund. MBIE 

are collecting data from all Unlocking Curious Minds projects that are running in 2019. MBIE will use 

these data to learn about the backgrounds of people who are participating in these projects, and to 

understand how these projects may change perceptions about science in society.  

 

Results from surveys completed by students will be aggregated at group level and these data will be 

provided to Raglan Area School. Aggregated data from both surveys will contribute to a final report on 

the project that I will prepare for MBIE. 

 

We will also be inviting you to complete a photography/film consent form that would allow us to record 

the teaching activities that your child will be participating in. The completed consent forms will be 

securely stored at Massey University for 5 years and then destroyed (shredded). Please note that no 

images of the class that your child is in will be taken or used by project team members unless all 

parents/caregivers with children in that class give consent for their child or children’s images to be 

used. 

 

You may request a printed summary of the parent/caregiver surveys and also the student surveys 

from Daniel Thomas upon the completion of this activity. 

 

Participant’s Rights 

You are under no obligation to accept this invitation. If you decide to participate, you have the right to: 

 decline to answer any particular question; 

 withdraw from the study at any time; 

 ask any questions about the study at any time during participation; 

 provide information on the understanding that your name will not be used unless you give 

permission to the researcher; 

 be given access to a summary of the project findings when it is concluded. 

 

Completion and return of a survey questionnaire implies consent.  You have the right to decline to 

answer any or all questions in a survey. 

  

Project Contacts 

If you have questions at any time about the study or the procedures, you may contact Dr Daniel 
Thomas at d.b.thomas@massey.ac.nz or (09) 414 0800 x43595. 
 

MUHEC APPLICATIONS 

This project has been reviewed and approved by the Massey University Human Ethics Committee: 

Northern, Application NOR 19/14. If you have any concerns about the conduct of this research, 

please contact Associate Professor David Tappin (Committee Chair), Massey University Human 

Ethics Committee: Northern, email humanethicsnorth@massey.ac.nz 


